ON   EDUCATION

been and can be; the excellence of the character lies in the
great virtues. This trinity of body, mind and character is
man: man's aim, besides earning his living, is to make the
most of all three, to have as good a mind, body and
character as possible; and a liberal education, a free man's
education, is to help him to this; not because a sound body,
mind and character help to success, or even because they
help to happiness, but because they are good things in
themselves, and because what is good is worth while,
simply because it is good. So we get that clear and impor-
tant distinction between technical education which aims
at earning a living or making money or at some narrowly
practical skill, and the free man's education which aims
at producing as perfect and complete a human being as
may be.

This is not to despise technical education which is
essential; everyone has to learn to make a living and to do
his job, and he cannot do it without training: technical or
vocational education is as much wanted as liberal educa-
tion. But they are not to be confused. They are both
important, both necessary, but they are different. And
yet to some extent they overlap. Take French* A man may
study it in order to be able to order his meals in a French
restaurant, or for business purposes; then it is technical
education. He, as a man, is no better for being able to talk
to a French waiter, or to order goods in the French
language. But he may study French to extend his know-
ledge of the thoughts and history and civilisation of a great
people; then it is liberal education. He, as a man^ is more
complete for that knowledge* Or take carpentering: its
study may be a means to a living or to making furniture
or boats or other objects; then it is technical education.
But it may also give a clearer eye, a finer sense of touch,
a more deft hand, and in so far make a better human being;
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